
From Word to Life 
 

(John 1:1-14) 
 

Homily delivered by The Very Rev. Matt Rhodes at Christ Church, Millwood, Virginia 
The Nativity of Our Lord, December 25, 2018 

 
In the name of the one God, creator, redeemer, and sustainer. Amen.  
 
Words are incredibly powerful things. They lift up, and they tear down. They share love, and 
they convey hate. Words can clarify, and words can cloud. As the Swiss educator Jean-Baptiste 
Girard once said, “By words we learn thoughts, and by thoughts we learn life.”1 
 
I love the chain in Girard’s statement (and I am making a slight simplification of his words): we 
begin with words and we end with life. From word to life. It, like this passage from John, brings 
to mind the creation stories (yes, there are two of them) in Genesis. God spoke things into 
existence; what he spoke came to be. He spoke the word of light; he spoke the word of the sky; 
he spoke the word of land and sea; he spoke the word of sun and stars. All that is came from 
the word of God. 
 
Now, on this day of the Nativity when we celebrate the birth of the Messiah, we once again find 
words at the center of everything. This particular word does not lead to life; this word becomes 
life. Here, it is the Word – the incarnate Son. Unlike those spoken at the creation of all things … 
at the beginning of all time … this Word is older. It is older than time itself because it exists 
outside of time. It is a word unbound by any limitation. And despite the 6,500 spoken languages 
in existence around the world2 and the poetic beauty of this particular passage, our words will 
never be truly sufficient enough to describe the Word.  
 
Throughout the four weeks of Advent, we have considered the theme of waiting – waiting for 
the one who would change the world. Last night we were there with Mary and Joseph as they 
arrived at the manger. We were there as silent witnesses of the birth of Jesus. Our lectionary 
took us into the darkened fields with the shepherds as they were startled and then blessed by a 
heavenly chorus. We traveled with them in haste to Bethlehem to see the child and listen as 
they shared all they had seen and heard with Mary. And we sat together with Mary as she 
pondered everything in her heart.  
 
Now, the waiting has been rewarded. Yesterday, the story of Luke was about what happened. 
Today, in the words of John, we learn how it happened. It is the great mystery of the 
incarnation: the Word that was with God … the Word that was God … the aspect of the Trinity 
that is the Son … came into the world. “The ‘Word’ is the divine, creative, reconciling, 
redeeming Word which participates without restriction in the divine nature and existence, the 
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eternal Son of God.”3 By coming into the world, the Word bridges the divide between God and 
man – becoming fully human while remaining full divine. 
 
Often I think we tend to look at the birth of Jesus as the beginning of the story. But it is only the 
beginning of a single chapter. The true beginning of this story … the true beginning of every 
story … is that which we find in the passage from John. It is that which existed before the 
incarnation … that which was with and of God since before time: the Word was in the 
beginning. And it will be in the end.  
 
So today, rejoice in the incarnation. Give thanks that the Son stepped into time to experience 
life and death as one of us. Ponder how the world was changed when God entered into it. And 
on this day, rejoice in this moment of new birth, celebrate this magnificent sign of God’s love 
for us, and exult in this glorious time of new creation. 
 
Amen.  

                                                           
3 Karl Barth. Church Dogmatics: Index, with Aids for the Preacher, p. 287. 


