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In the name of the one God, creator, redeemer, and sustainer. Amen.  
 
There is not a doubt in my mind that it would be wonderful for every one of you sitting in the 
pews on Sunday mornings to hear that the gospel message of Jesus is easy. It would certainly 
make the task much easier for me or anyone else stepping up into a pulpit to preach. 
 
When we were young, the message was easy. Thinking back on my own life, I have strong 
memories of the children’s chapel services I attended at the parish I was born into, in 
Lynchburg. Memories of bringing nickels and dimes to put in the little offering plates passed 
around to us. Memories of the Sunday school hymns we all sang … what I call the “Jesus Loves 
Me” category of songs. The storybook image of Jesus sitting on the ground, smiling and 
laughing as he is mobbed by little girls and boys running to him. I would wager many of you 
have similar experiences from your own childhoods. 
 
That I think is the ideal … children and love and laughter. And each one of those is an important 
aspect of the gospel: we are all the children of God; we are all held in the loving embrace of 
God; the love and grace of God we receive are the source of joy. But they are not the only 
aspects of the love taught and emphasized in the ministry and message of Jesus.  
 
Yes, love is always present. But it is not always easy … and today’s reading from Luke’s Gospel is 
a reminder of that. It is a reminder that in our efforts to lead Christ-like lives and to live up to 
the righteousness from God that we receive through faith (the righteousness Paul outlines in 
his Letter to the Romans), we sometimes have to do things that are the exact opposite of what 
we want to do. It is certainly not an easy pill for some to swallow, and it also is a realization that 
may forcefully drag us … perhaps kicking and screaming … out of our comfort zones.  
 
A lot of people may see this as “being confronted with the gap between what they believe and 
practice and what their faith teaches and requires.”1 They are discovering that Jesus is putting 
directly in front of us a vision of “the vast difference between what we want and what we 
need.”2 
 
As the late Harvard preacher and writer Peter Gomes said, “Good news to some will almost 
inevitably be bad news to others. In order that the gospel in the New Testament might be made 
as palatable as possible to as many people as possible, its rough edges have been shorn off and 
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the radical edge of Jesus’ preaching has been replaced by a respectable middle, of which 
‘niceness’ is now God.”3  
 
Without question a truly honest, hard look at what Jesus is calling us to in today’s passage 
reveals that he is very much sharpening out new rough edges. How difficult it is to try and do 
what he is asking! Bless those who curse you? Pray for those who steal from you? Allow 
someone who has hit you on one cheek to hit you on the other?  
 
It is easy to love the loveable and respect the respectable. It is comfortable. It is reassuring. It is 
human nature. And it is precisely not what we are being called to in this reading. We are being 
asked to love and respect those who do not love and respect us. We do not accomplish 
anything when we take the easy path; remember, as Luke writes, “If you love those who love 
you, what credit is that to you? For even sinners love those who love them.”4 
 
One thing to keep in mind as we wrestle with these situations … as we grapple with this 
incredibly difficult thing God asks of us … is to remember that love is not just a possession. It is 
an action. “Love is not something we believe, have, keep, or give: it is something we do.”5 Yes, 
the result of our action may disappoint us. The enemy whom we love may try more diligently to 
be an even greater enemy. The one who curses us may respond to our love by cursing us even 
more loudly. When we share our love with the person who hits us by offering them our other 
cheek, they may very well respond by turning their attention back to the first cheek. 
 
But what is important to remember is that the end result is not the most significant thing. Our 
measure of success is not in how many of those who are against us suddenly shift focus and 
become for us because of our love. No, the most important thing is “who we become in the 
process.”6 
 
We are in a time of division and hostility … an era of people defending themselves, their beliefs 
and their positions by slapping down those who may see things differently ... a moment in 
history when it is often far easier to curse than converse. Hostility towards one another; the 
absence of love and respect towards one another; focusing on those things that divide us rather 
than embracing those things that divide us: these are becoming more of the norm. It is now the 
painful, accepted status quo.  
 
Jesus, however, is calling us to do things differently. He is saying to us that “the status quo is 
not to be criticized; it is to be destroyed.”7 And how do we destroy this status quo? We respond 
to others not because of how they treat us, but because we are called to love them. We 
respond to those who diminish us not because of how we are diminished, but because we are 
called to love them. We respond to the one who curses us not because they curse, but because 
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we are called to love them. We respond to the one who hits first our one cheek and then the 
other not because our cheeks hurt, but because we are called to love them. We respond to 
someone who steals from us not because we have lost a possession, but because we are called 
to love them. 
 
Do not judge, and you will not be judged; do not condemn, and you will not be condemned. 
Forgive, and you will be forgiven; give, and it will be given to you… [T]he measure you give will 
be the measure you get back.8 
 
None of this will be easy. But what a difference we will make when we take the first step – the 
step of love! 
 
Amen.  
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