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Dear Friends: 
 
I would like to begin by thanking everyone who took time to respond to the survey 
questions regarding outdoor worship. Given the overwhelmingly positive support already 
received, I decided to end the survey early and after a time of prayer submitted a formal 
request to Bishop Susan Goff asking for approval to begin holding these services. A short 
time ago I received her permission to begin outdoor services twice per month, and so in 
July we will start worshipping on the lawn of the Parish House! This is indeed a very 
positive step in our process towards eventual regathering, and I have no doubt these will 
be joyful occasions of communal worship. 
 
The purpose of this letter is twofold: to provide you with the parameters under which our 
services will be held; and to share the worship schedule for July and August. First, let me 
outline what will be involved in holding these services. This is a lengthy list and I invite 
you to read each point carefully: 
 

 Outdoor worship will be held twice per month on the lawn adjacent to the Parish 
House. On Sundays when outdoor worship is offered, the services also will be 
simultaneously live streamed via Facebook Live for those who cannot attend in 
person. On Sundays when outdoor worship is not scheduled, services will 
continue to be offered in either prerecorded format or on Facebook Live. 

 Attendance will be capped at a total of 50 (comprised of any combination of 
individual worshipers and family members along with me, Melanie and Carol). 
Each person attending will be required to bring their own chair (or blanket!) and 
(for everyone over the age of 2) to wear a face mask. Individuals and family 
groups must be seated six feet apart from one another.  

 These services will be either Morning Prayer II or what is known as Ante-
communion (the portion of our Eucharist services made up of the Liturgy of the 
Word). At this point approval has not been granted for any church in the Diocese 
to share in communion. 

 There will be no congregational or choir singing. Carol will continue to provide 
live music during the services and when possible pieces will be offered by a 
single vocal soloist. As there will be no prayer books or hymnals available for 
these services the complete liturgies will be printed out in booklet form (as we 
had already been doing on Sunday mornings prior to our separation) and available 
for you to pick up when you arrive. At the end of the service they can be 
deposited in recycling bins that will be placed outdoors. 

 
 



 

Outdoor Worship – p. 2 
 

 Nursery will not be available, nor can there be any on-site fellowship time or 
adult forums. Our adult forums and coffee hours will continue to be offered via 
Zoom (more information on that below). 

 There will be no in-person collection of pledges or offerings. You are encouraged 
to continue using our online donation platform (found on the “Giving” tab at the 
top of our website, www.cunninghamchapel.org), or mail contributions to the 
church at Post Office Box 153, Millwood, VA 22646.  

 The restroom building will be open and available for use during these services. It 
will be cleaned and closed at the conclusion of each service. 

 Should extreme heat or severe weather necessitate a sudden cancellation of any 
outdoor service, messages will be sent to the congregation as soon as possible via 
Constant Contact, our One Call system, and through announcements posted on the 
parish website and social media accounts. At this time, the sanctuary is not a 
permitted substitute; should a service need to be canceled at the last minute, 
online worship will be our fallback option. 

 
With all of this in mind, our service schedule for July and August will be: 
 

 Sunday, July 5: prerecorded liturgy 
 Sunday, July 12: outdoor worship at 9:00 a.m. 
 Sunday, July 19: prerecorded liturgy 
 Sunday, July 26: outdoor worship at 9:00 a.m. 
 Sunday, August 2: prerecorded liturgy (I will be away) 
 Sunday, August 9: Facebook Live service conducted by Melanie at 9:00 a.m. (I 

will be away) 
 Sunday, August 16: Facebook Live service conducted by Melanie at 9:00 a.m. (I 

will be away) 
 Sunday, August 23: outdoor worship at 9:00 a.m. 
 Sunday, August 30: outdoor worship at 9:00 a.m. 

 
A few important things to note. First, as the service time for our in-person and Facebook 
Live services will be shifted beginning in July to 9:00 a.m. our weekly adult forum and 
virtual coffee hour (when held) will be moved to 11:00 a.m. Additionally, our worship 
schedule will continue to feature our Facebook Live services of Evening Prayer 
(Tuesdays at 7:00 p.m.) and Compline (Thursdays at 8:00 p.m.). Finally, as we continue 
to move through the summer and receive further guidance from both the Diocese and 
public health officials we will reevaluate the scope of our worship services and location. 
 
Please remember that everything going into these services - particularly the guidelines 
above - is in place chiefly to safeguard each one of you. I don't think I can adequately 
express my joy at once again being able see you and worship with you in person. If you 
have any questions about any of this please don't hesitate to let me know. 
 
Blessings, 

 


