
Stewardship Sermon 2021 
October 3rd 
CCM 
 
 
Let us pray. May the words of my mouth, and the meditations of our hearts, be 
always acceptable in thy sight, O Lord, our strength and our redeemer. Amen. 
 
As I have shared with you, I made a trip to Pittsburgh this week to take part in the 
celebration of the life of a good friend and mentor, The Rev. Canon Richard Davies. 
And while the service itself was wonderful, the best part of the gathering was the 
stories shared about Richard at the reception afterwards. Each was a confirmation 
that story telling is probably the most effective form of communication that there is. 
And there is therefore very good reason why we all have our favorite stories, 
whether they are personal, hymns, musical pieces, Gospel parables, and/or movies. 
 
As for that last category, “Amazing Grace” continues to be amongst my favorites. The 
film is based on the lives of William Wilberforce, John Newton (author of the hymn), 
and the small group of people who dedicated themselves to changing the world’s 
attitude toward slavery in the first half of the nineteenth century. While we are all 
too aware that the practice of selling one human being to another tragically 
continues to this day, there is no doubt that such practice is seen as entirely 
abhorrent. William Wilberforce and his companions are among the reasons why. 
 
At a critical juncture early in the film, Wilberforce struggles with his calling in life. Is 
he to do the work of God as priest and contemplative in the Church? Or is he to serve 
his nation in Parliament as a political activist? At the climactic moment, one of those 
dining with him turns to him and says, “ We humbly suggest that you can do both.” 
 
That, in my estimation, is one of the most beautiful and succinct summations of the 
Christian understanding of STEWARDSHIP that can ever be made. Our lives cannot 
be compartmentalized, this is God’s territory over here and that is mine over there. 
Indeed, the covenant of baptism is about integration. You and I are here because 
God has given us this great gift we call “life” and has blessed us in ways too 
numerous to count and that we are too often too blind to see. For those willing to 
call themselves Christians, our relationship with God is the beginning and the end 
and everything in between each and every day of our lives. This is the joy, and the 
freedom, in knowing that each of us is, first and foremost, a child of God. 
 
Of course, to truly believe this changes our understanding of stewardship 
completely. Stewardship is not so much about giving away a portion of our time, 
talent, and financial resources as it is about knowing that it is a call from God to 
accept the responsibility for what has been entrusted to us by God for the sake of 
the Good News about Jesus Christ.  
 



Stewardship, properly understood, is about management. Properly understood, we 
are not the owners. All the resources that we enjoy and employ – our time, our 
abilities, our possessions, all of it has been entrusted to us by God. Despite what we 
might have been taught in Economics 101, we do not “create wealth”. We have been 
given all our resources by the great Creator who, in turn, calls us to manage all these 
gifts wisely and with real commitment to the love of God revealed in his son. In 
short, the Christian life is about being stewards of God’s grace, not masters of God’s 
riches. This is the vocation each Christian shares. No matter what day jobs we may 
hold, we are all called to be stewards of God’s grace. 
 
Sadly, there is much in the world today that tries to draw us away from this truth. 
Some call it “Affluenza”, defined as “1. The bloated, sluggish, and unfulfilled feeling 
that results from efforts to keep up with the Joneses 2. An epidemic of stress, 
overwork, waste, and indebtedness caused by dogged pursuit of the American 
Dream. 3. An unsustainable addiction to economic growth.   
 
Amongst the symptoms of this disease, caused not by money itself but by the 
unhealthy love of the same, are greed, envy, and ultimately, pride, three of the 
deadliest sins known to humankind because they take our focus entirely off our 
trust in God and place it entirely on ourselves. We try to become “fortress builders” 
even though we know deep down that we can’t take it with us and that ultimately, 
everything we build up will come crashing down. God did not create us to be 
fortress builders. We are a people created for a journey, a journey in which we place 
our trust entirely in God. 
 
It seems to me that the very best question we can ask ourselves when we wake up in 
the morning is, “Where will are our hearts today? Will we center all that we say and 
do on God’s love and that we are called to be stewards of that love? Or will we spend 
the day focused on other things? 
 
If we genuinely believe that we are stewards called to put our trust entirely in God, 
then what is our understanding about the financial pledges we are invited to make 
each year to the life and mission of this congregation known as Christ Church, 
Millwood? 
 
Well, let me first say what the pledge is not: 
 
Pledging is not paying one’s dues. 
It is not the price of admission for Christmas, Easter, and the sacraments of the 
Church. 
It is not some form of temple tax. 
It is not our annual donation to our favorite non-profit. 
It is not about guilt. 
It is not about penance. 
It is not about bartering with God. It is not about seeking to buy God’s favor because 
God’s favor has already been freely given to us. 



 
So what do our pledges represent? 
 
I believe that tithing (and here I introduce the term used throughout the Bible when 
stewardship in the form of thanksgiving is addressed) is a gift from God. Tithing, 
returning to God a portion of what God has entrusted to us, is a discipline that 
strengthens our experience of faith. Tithing is about a thankful heart. With a 
thankful heart, there is no room for fear and anxiety. It is really difficult be thankful 
and fearful at the same time! Tithing is the spiritual discipline that drives out fear 
and frees us to trust in God at all times and in all circumstances. 
 
You see, one of the greatest constraints we can put upon ourselves when it comes to 
enjoying abundant life is a miserly attitude in our relationship with God and with 
each other.  
 
Tithing is about planned giving. It is about intentionally and with discipline giving to 
the mission of Jesus Christ on the first of the month as opposed to giving as an 
afterthought or with no thought at all. 
 
Now, for many of us, giving a definite percentage from the first fruits of our annual 
income sounds a little scary, even when we realize that still leave much of our 
income for our own use. Again, tithing is a discipline, a discipline given to us by God 
in order to strengthen us even as we seek to offer the healing love of Christ to the 
world around us. Like any form of exercise, we must grow into it. You don’t start 
running on Monday and then go out and do a marathon the following Saturday. But 
you do have to take that first step. My hope and prayer will be proactive when it 
comes to our pledges. Think about it. Pray about it. Talk with God and our families 
about the percentage that you want to strive for in the coming year and stay with it. 
Please remember that this decision is entirely between God and yourselves. 
Whether you decide upon 5%, 10%, or 50% and whether you base it upon gross or 
net income is entirely between you and the Holy Spirit. The whole point is to enjoy, 
to experience the joy of being a steward of God’s grace as we journey through this 
life that God has given to us. 
 
Amen. 
 


