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From the Desk of the Priest 

Dear Friends, 

November and December contain many significant moments and celebrations for us at 
Christ Church. 

One of my favorite points during the Great Thanksgiving occurs at that moment when we 
pray, “Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with 
all the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your 
Name.” This is a powerful reminder that, while we are the ones called to embody Christ 
in the present day and age, we are not alone. The Kingdom of Heaven is an eternal reali-
ty, comprised of both angels of various ranks and all the faithful who have gone before 
us, as well as stretching ahead of us to an infinite horizon. Whenever we gather to wor-
ship in this temporal world, this heavenly host is also with us, glorifying God and inter-
ceding on our behalf. Think about that. When we pray, the entire company of heaven is 
praying with us. 

On Sunday, November 7th, we will celebrate the great feast of All Saints. On that day in 
particular, we remember all those who committed themselves to Jesus Christ and there-
by set an example for future generations, demonstrating the true meaning of “virtuous 
and godly living”.  This would include the well-known saints, such as Francis of Assisi and 
Teresa of Avila, Peter and Paul, Perpetua and her companions. 

But it also includes those saints whom we have known and loved personally, who made a 
lasting impression upon us and who demonstrated God’s love for us. In my own life, this 
would include my Grandmother Banse. A devout Southern Baptist who never missed any 
of the regular services and Bible classes at her church, she was also one who put all that 
prayer and study into daily practice. She was a person of incredible kindness and utmost 
patience. Those around her, while certainly not perfect, could do no wrong that could not 
be forgiven and in no way diminished her love for us. I remember on many occasions as a 
child, when having spent the day with her, thinking to myself, “That’s what Jesus must be 
like”.  Which, of course, is exactly the definition of sainthood, showing others what Jesus 
was, and is, and always will be really like. And now, it is our turn to do the same. Rise up, 
ye saints of God! 

Of course, before the month of November comes to an end, a new year will begin in our 
Church Calendar. One of my favorite canticles is Canticle 11, “The Third Song of Isai-
ah.” (BCP page 87) These verses are taken from the 60th chapter of Isaiah: 

“Arise, shine, for your light has come, and the glory of the Lord has dawned upon you. 
For behold, darkness covers the land; deep gloom enshrouds the peoples. But over you 
the Lord will rise and his glory will appear upon you. Nations will stream to your light, and 
kings to the brightness of your dawning.” 

 

 
(Continued on page 6) 

http://www.cunninghamchapel.org
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Sunday Schedule: 

8:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist Rite I (no Music) 

9:15 a.m. Adult Forum, Parish House 

10:30 a.m. Worship Holy Eucharist Rite II (with 
music) 

Nursery is available each week during the 
10:30 a.m. service. 

 

We worship at Old Chapel at 6:00 a.m. on 
Easter Day and at 10:30 a.m. on the second 

Sunday in September. 

Staff: 

Interim Rector                      The Rev. Rob Banse 

               Email:  priest@cunninghamchapel.org 

   (cell) 540-422-5803 

Organist                                      Carol Westervelt 

Pantry Coordinator                     Bette Marchese 

Bookkeeper                                        Heidi Brown 

Parish Administrator                      Juanita Smith 

 

Parish Vestry (year term expires): 

George Williams (2022), Senior Warden 

Pat Robinson (2021), Junior Warden 

Linda Armbrust (2022) 

Bob Cullen (2021) 

Cathy Frederickson (2022) 

Jeff Harris (2023) 

Luke Wence (2021) 

Treasurer: Matt Peterson 

Sacristan: vacant 

 

Contact: 

Christ Church, Millwood 

809 Bishop Meade Rd., Millwood, VA 22646 

Phone: (540) 837-1112 

 

christchurch@cunninghamchapel.org 

www.cunninghamchapel.org  

 

Facebook: Christ Church Millwood 

Twitter: @christchurchmillwood 

Instagram: @christchurchmillwood 

 

Mailing Address: 

P. O. Box 153 

Millwood, VA 22646 

 

Next Vestry Meeting 

November 14 & December 12 at 
11:45am 

SCHEDULE OF SEASONAL 

SERVICES 

Clarke County Community Thanksgiving 

Service 

Grace Episcopal Church, Berryville 

Tuesday, November 23, 7:00 p.m. 

Thanksgiving Day At Christ Church 

Thursday, November 25 

Holy Eucharist II, 10:00 a.m. 

Service of Lessons and Carols at Historic 

Bethel 

Sunday, December 19, 5:00 p.m. 

Annual Blue Christmas Service 

Thursday, December 23, 7:00p.m. 

Christmas Eve Services 

Friday, December 24 

Holy Eucharist II, 5:00 p.m. 

Holy Eucharist II, 10:00 p.m. 

Christmas Day Service 

Saturday, December 25  

Holy Eucharist II, 11:00 a.m.  

Combined Service of Lessons and Carols  

Sunday, December 26, 9:00 a.m. 

Daylight Saving Time 

Ends on November 7 
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Adult Forum – Fall-Winter 2021 

The Parables of Jesus 

(November 7, 14) 
Jesus was a master storyteller, taking images from the world around him and using them to convey the meaning 

and power of the Good News he came to proclaim. We will study together some of the best known parables in order 

to more fully understand what Jesus was seeking to teach the crowds during his lifetime and to us today.  

Ask The Interim! 

(November 14) 
Here is an opportunity to bring any and all questions you might have about Christianity, faith, beliefs, practices, 

the Episcopal Church, etc. and I will try my best to answer them. We will conduct our conversation with two rules 

in place: 1) there are no stupid questions. 2) “I don’t know” is an acceptable answer! If you would like to submit 

your questions ahead of time, please feel free to email them to me. I’ll look forward to our conversations. 

The Great Themes of Advent 

(November 28, December 5, 12, 19) 
Advent is a season full of meaning. We will take a deep dive into the symbols and themes that are present in this 

season and are so important for us as we prepare to celebrate Christmas. 

Please know that I will try to develop each Sunday’s discussion in such a way that, even if you have to miss some 

sessions, you will not feel left out when you return. I also encourage you to invite your neighbors and friends who 

are not members of Christ Church to join us if they are interested. They are always welcome to do so! 

The Rev. Rob Banse 

 

Christmas without a choir??!!  Tell me it is a bad dream. Health issues have devastated our choirs, both 

vocal and handbell. YOU can help. YOU can be a part of adding music to our Advent and Christmas cele-
brations. 

I am asking you to consider -no DO IT-   joining our choirs, just through Advent, Christmas, and Epiphany. 
To make it easy and convenient, the vocal choir will rehearse Sunday mornings at 9:00. The handbell 
choir will continue to rehearse after the 10:30 service. You do not have to be an experienced ringer; I will 
teach you. 

The Winchester Chapter of the American Guild of Organists is once again preparing a video of seasonal 
music available for your enjoyment. I have been asked to be one of the performers this year. Images of 
Christ Church will be on the screen while I am playing our organ. Our interim priest, Rob Banse, will read 
a lesson. I will let you know when it is available and how to tune in. 

Worship our God this season through music. 

Soli Deo Gloria! 

Carol Westervelt 

Organist 
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Remembering Our Brothers and Sisters 

At both the 8:00 and 10:30 services on Sunday, November 7, we will take time to remember by name and 

offer prayers for the members of our parish, along with other family and friends, who have died during 

the past year. Please keep all the saints of God in your prayers this day. 

Marcel Bally 

Christopher Bursk 

Anne K. Clark 

Jim Fletcher 

Annie Gross 

Helen Page Harry 

Dan Haney 
 

Ann Mari Horkan 

Anne & Winston 

Johns 

Joe Johnston 

Kathy Marshall Jones 

Kathleen Ann 

Rheingans Schneider 

Michael Skinner 

Marilynn Thomas 

Victory 

 

ANNUAL PARISH MEETING: NOVEMBER 21 
 

Our annual parish meeting will be held in the church on Sunday, November 21, imme-

diately following the 10:30 service. At that time we will receive reports on the state of 

the parish from Rob+, Carol, Bette and our Vestry wardens, as well as an update on 

our parish finances. We also will elect new members to three-year terms on the Ves-

try beginning in January 2021. These individuals will assume the positions held by Bob 

Cullen, Pat Robinson and Luke Wence, who are rotating off after terms of faithful ser-

vice. Please plan to attend this important meeting in the life of our parish.  
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 Christ Church Cares 

 

 

 

 

Pantry Update 

 

The summer months have been fairly quiet in the pantry, with an average of 43 families served 

each month. With the help of our volunteers though, we have been able to provide nourishment to 
these clients on a weekly basis. Based on historical accounts from other food pantries, the expec-
tation is that through the fall and winter months, we will see our monthly numbers grow again, 
with the potential to serve the 72 families we currently have registered. We are steadily working 
towards preparing for this possibility.  

 

The last month has been particularly busy with community building.  

• We are happy to have Connie Cermak step forward, to serve as our Christ Church Cares repre-
sentative at the bimonthly Community Council Meetings here in Clarke County. We look forward 
to learning more about how we can partner with other agencies to extend our outreach. 

• The Clarke County 4H Horse & Pony Club helped us with our food drive on October 23. We will 
also be working with this group to find further opportunities for involvement.  

• A productive meeting was had with Darren Holgate, the Director of the Upper School at Powha-
tan, to explore potential partnerships between Powhatan and the food pantry. Watch for more info 
to come on that. 

• Plans are underway to set up a Giving Tree for our clients this holiday season. Watch for details 

to come. 

• Thanksgiving turkeys will be distributed in November, thanks to the generous contributions of 
Skyview Acres and Pinky Nadine Marketing.  

Lastly, beginning in November, clients will begin receiving additional beef options at the monthly 
market, provided by Audley Farms, which will include stew meat and roasts. This opportunity was 
provided by a grant received by the Diocese, and Audley's agreement to match the grant dollar for 
dollar.  

Continued needs in the food pantry include: 

• We will be collecting holiday hams between now and the December market, to provide a Christ-
mas ham to each of the households we serve. Support can be provided by donating a ham or gift 
cards that would allow us to purchase hams.  

Through the winter months, we will be putting a concentrated focus on collecting personal care 
items for our clients, to include cold and flu medicine and cleaning aids. With many of our clients 
being health compromised, this need must become a priority to ensure their health and well being. 

Bette Marchese 

Program Coordinator 
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Search Committee Announcement  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(From the Desk of the Priest, continued from page 1) 

The seasons of Advent and Christmas are about the fulfillment of that prophecy. The world is a confused, angry, and anxious place 

at this moment. We seem to be searching for solutions in all the familiar places but no answers are readily found. We are paralyzed 

and we don’t know where our help to get unstuck might come from. Could it be that we are turned in the wrong direction and 

have thus lost our way? Perhaps Advent and Christmas are not primarily about cocktail parties, brightly wrapped presents, and 

maxed out credit cards after all. Perhaps these seasons are really all about being turned again in the only direction that will bring 

salvation. 

“But the angel said to them, ‘Do not be afraid; for see – I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: to you is born 
this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord.’” 

Really? In the midst of all of these present storms, the peace of God is to be found in an infant wrapped in bands of cloth and lying 
in a manger? Is he the savior for whom we are so desperately longing for? According to the angel, the answer is both God-given 
and unqualified: “YES!” 

My friends, let’s forget about the next “rising star” that the world around us momentarily gets so excited about. Let us look instead 
to the star rising over Bethlehem and the one whose arrival its light announces. “Arise, shine, for your light has come.” I look for-
ward to waiting expectantly with you as we prepare once again to celebrate the birth of our Savior, who is Christ, the Lord. 

Faithfully yours in Christ,   The Rev. Rob Banse 

An Update to the Search for the next Rector. 

In the September – October newsletter, we introduced you to the Search Committee and presented a high-level overview 
of the search process, consisting of three phases: 

1.  Self-study and development of the Community Ministry Portfolio, which , in effect is the position opening anoun-
ment .  

2.  Receiving names and conducting interviews. 

3.  Candidate selection and Vestry approval. 

Phase 1 is well-underway. Over the course of the next eight weeks, the Search Committee will give all interested parish-
ioners several opportunities to speak up and voice their interests, concerns and opinions on the qualifications of the per-
manent priest/rector.  

Here’s how: 

Complete a short survey. The invitation to complete this survey will be sent in early November. We encourage everyone 
to complete this anonymous survey online, as this will greatly streamline collecting and analyzing the responses. We will, 
also make paper copies available upon request. This will enable the Search Committee to gauge the collective strengths 
and weaknesses of the Christ Church community, and identify the important qualifications for our next priest.  

Participate in one or more small Discussion Groups – we will be scheduling several sessions in November and December 
to do a deeper dive into the trends and opportunities identified in the survey work. 

Open Discussion – of course, at any time throughout the process we invite you to contact any member of the Search Com-
mittee with your suggestions or input.  

We anticipate that we will enter Phase II soon after the beginning of the new year and to be receiving names for about 
eight weeks. Then, depending on the number and quality of the candidate names, we expect to be in the position to make 
our recommendation to the vestry by the end of March and have a permanent priest/rector selected around May 2022. 

 Your prayers and participation are vital to the future of Christ Church Millwood. 

Chuck Roberts 

Chair of Search Committee 
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Christ Church Live 
During the month of November we will be installing a video streaming system provided by 

Live Control Inc. in order to live stream all 10:30 services for the next year. The vestry re-

viewed a number of different options in order to live stream services and chose Live Control 

to be our provider. With the help of parishioner Mike Flagg, we now have high speed internet 

available within the church which makes this possible. Allow me to explain how this service 

will work for Christ Church. 

• Live Control is providing us two high definition cameras that will be positioned on the bal-

cony of the church. During the service a professional videographer from Live Control will 

remotely produce each service by providing different camera angles depending on where 

we are in the service. These cameras will be replaced every 2-3 years or as technology 

improves.  

 

• Each service will be live streamed to Christ Church’s website as well as three social me-

dia sites (Facebook, YouTube, Vimeo etc…). Live Control will set these all up and man-

age them accordingly each week. 

 

• In the case of funerals, weddings, or other special events we will have the option to have 

Live Control produce it for an added fee, or to have the primary camera stream the ser-

vice for free. For private functions viewership of this live stream can be password protect-

ed so that out of town family and friends who are unable to make the event can attend vir-

tually.  

 

• During the services, online viewers will be asked to consider making a contribution to 

Christ Church through a customized banner. Those who are interested will be directed to 

the giving page of our website to make a contribution online.     

Coming out of the pandemic it has been made clear to the vestry that providing people the 

option of watching services from home be expanded. While many of us do not care for 

church on TV, the Rev. Matt Rhodes reported that many more people watched his online 

services than normally attended on Sundays pre-pandemic. As the vestry tries to position 

Christ Church for a period of growth and remain flexible with changing times, we are excited 

to see how the service with Live Control goes. We entered into a one year contract to be re-

viewed by the vestry next year. Please keep coming to church each Sunday, but if you can’t, 

tune in online!        

George Williams 
Senior Warden 
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 Apple Picking at Stribling Orchards in Markham On September 25 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We would like to thank Christina and 

Luke Wence along with their children 

Graham, Hadley and Sawyer for picking 

apples for Christ Church Cares Food 

Pantry.   Also, a big “thank you” to 

Rev. Rob Banse for joining our fun time 

at Stribling Orchards. 
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United Way Day At Christ 

Church On September 15 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We would like to thank Matt  Peterson and Pat Robinson for organizing and 

supervising the cleanup of the church and food pantry basement. 
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September Christ Church Cares Carwash at Farmer’s Daughter Market

  

  

  

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

On November 14th Celie Harris has organized a day of service at 

Blandy. If interested please join the group at 12:30 for a picnic 

lunch at Blandy, followed by a foraging activity from 1:30 – 3:30 

where we will search the grounds for decorations for Blandy’s annu-

al wreath making project. This will surely be a fun day and we hope 

that many members of the congregation are able to join. 

 

We need your blood! On November 30, please come to support 

Christ Church’s second annual blood drive at the Boyce Volunteer 

Fire Department.  The blood drive will begin at 1:00 p.m. and end 

at 6:00 p.m.  After our inaugural blood drive last year surpassed the 

Red Cross’s goal for us in donors, the stakes have been raised. If 

you are able to donate or know anyone who might be interested in 

donation please reach out to the church office about signing up.  

You can also keep your eyes open for a link to sign up in our 

weekly parish announcements.  There is no 

more valuable gift to those in need than a do-

nation of your blood.  

A thank you goes out to George, Caitlin, and their children, 

for hosting and working at the Christ Church Cares Food 

Pantry carwash.  Thank you to Katherine Myer and Sydney 

Kelble, and Sabrina Kelble for their leadership in organiz-

ing the effort to help others in the community. 
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As Christ Church enters the beginning of the holiday season, we 
have a full calendar of outreach events scheduled prior to the New 
Year as well as an exciting new project within the walls of the 
church about to begin. The Vestry has been meeting each month 
with minutes from our meetings available to see in the parish 
house. In anticipation of our annual meeting on November 21

st
 , we 

encourage anyone interested in serving on the vestry for a three 
year term to contact our church office. Three current members will 
be retiring from their terms in January and we need other members 

of our congregation to replace them. If you would like to have an active role in guiding the 
future of Christ Church over the next three years we encourage you to step forward. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Our 2021 Stewardship Drive is well underway! Thanks very much to all of you who have al-

ready made a commitment to Christ Church for the coming year with your return of the re-

cently mailed pledge cards. 

 

Our Vestry has  laid out a bold vision for our future which includes an ambitious outreach 

program diverse in form and regular in practice, growing our music ministry, and weekly vir-

tual services available online through social media to meet the new realities of the world in 

which we live and are called to serve as faithfully as we can. In order to fulfill these goals, 

the participation of every member of Christ Church is hoped for and indeed will be re-

quired. 

 

We therefore respectfully ask that you make a financial commitment to Christ Church in 

2022. A 100% commitment from our congregation will provide a strong foundation for mov-

ing forward. Furthermore, it will send a clear message to the next Rector that the Christ 

Church family is wholeheartedly invested in both the present and the future. 

 

In the meantime, please know that you can continue to fulfill your financial commitment for 

this year either by check or on our website: www.CunninghamChapel.org 

 

Please continue to pray about the ongoing mission and ministries of Christ Church and de-

cide how you are best able to support our annual budget in 2022. Thank you. 
 

 

Thank you to those who generously shared the photographs included in the this newsletter: Matt Peterson, Luke Wence & George Wil-

liams. 

http://www.CunninghamChapel.org
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