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From the Desk of the Priest 

Dear Friends, 

 
Welcome to the New Year here at Christ Church. Please know that January 
6th is always the Feast of the Epiphany.  While not as well known as Christ-
mas or Easter, this great day has much to say to us about the Christian faith 
and life. 
 
“Epiphany” literally means, “to make known”.  When you and I have an 
epiphany, the light bulb of our understanding goes on. We have one of those 
revelatory moments when something that made little or no sense to us before 
suddenly becomes crystal clear. I think it is fair to say that our lives in Christ 
are an ongoing series of epiphanies, moments when Christ’s love for us be-
comes ever more clear. 
 
The story that is the focus of the day is that of the magi, those wise men trav-
eling from a distant land in search of a newborn king. They have been fol-
lowing a here-to-for unknown celestial light and have arrived in a little back-
water town known as Bethlehem. Imagine their surprise when they a find a 
young and unassuming woman, her perplexed carpenter-husband, and a little 
child wrapped in bands of cloth, laying in a manger filled with straw and sur-
rounded by barnyard animals. Certainly, they must have misread their star 
charts and taken a wrong turn somewhere back in the dark.  But the star is 
still there burning brightly above them. So they go ahead and present their 
gifts, gifts fit for a king, and in that moment, God’s son is made known to 
them, and through them, God’s promise is revealed to the entire world. 
 
As 2022 begins, there are many who are searching for that light that will 
bring them hope and comfort in the midst of these dark times. Let us pray 
that this year will be filled with many moments of such light. Specifically, 
let us pray that God will continue to reveal to each one of us the ways in 
which we can manifest the love of the Christ Child, who is God’s light, to all 
those we will meet. I am sure that you are familiar with the lyrics, “This little 
light of mine, I’m going to let it shine…” That is what the Feast of the 
Epiphany is about. We are called to reflect the light of that star which led 
those wandering sages to the manger’s side on that winter’s night long ago. 
We are the ones now called to provide illumination, helping others under-
stand that God so loved the world that he sent his only son. Remember the 
bumper sticker, “ Wise men and women still seek him.” May we participate 
in this great epiphany, assisting others in finding 
their way to that holy promise resting in Bethlehem.  (Continued on page 6) 

http://www.cunninghamchapel.org
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Sunday Schedule: 

8:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist Rite I (no Music) 

9:15 a.m. Adult Forum, Parish House 

10:30 a.m. Worship Holy Eucharist Rite II (with 
music) 

Nursery is available each week during the 
10:30 a.m. service. 

 

We worship at Old Chapel at 6:00 a.m. on 
Easter Day and at 10:30 a.m. on the second 

Sunday in September. 

Staff: 

Interim Rector                      The Rev. Rob Banse 

               Email:  priest@cunninghamchapel.org 

   (cell) 540-422-5803 

Organist                                      Carol Westervelt 

Pantry Coordinator                     Bette Marchese 

Bookkeeper                                        Heidi Brown 

Parish Administrator                      Juanita Smith 

 

Parish Vestry (year term expires): 

George Williams (2022), Senior Warden 

Jeff Harris (2023), Junior Warden 

Linda Armbrust (2022) 

Laura Dabinett (2024) 

Natalie Greenhalgh (2024) 

Macon Uskurait (2024) 

Secretary: Macon Uskurait 

Treasurer:  Laura Dabinett  

 

Contact: 

Christ Church, Millwood 

809 Bishop Meade Rd., Millwood, VA 22646 

Phone: (540) 837-1112 

 

christchurch@cunninghamchapel.org 

www.cunninghamchapel.org  

 

Facebook: Christ Church Millwood 

Twitter: @christchurchmillwood 

Instagram: @christchurchmillwood 

 

Mailing Address: 

P. O. Box 153 

Millwood, VA 22646 

 

Next Vestry Meeting 

February 13 at 11:45am 

 

 

INCLEMENT WEATHER POLICY  

 

We are now well into winter, and as such it is a 

good time to remind everyone of our parish’s 

severe weather policy (applicable during this 

season and throughout the year). Should our 

area be exposed to severe weather at any 

point, notices about changes to the schedule of 

events at the church (weekly services, office 

hours,   rehearsals, etc.) will be sent out by 

email and a message on church office tele-

phone. We will strive whenever possible to pro-

vide notice of schedule changes as far in ad-

vance as possible. Above all, please remember 

that even if the church is open during severe 

weather you are urged to exercise caution 

when making choices on whether to venture 

out on the roads. 

 

CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR NEW   VESTRY  

MEMBERS! 

At the annual parish meeting on Sunday, November 21 Na-

talie Greenhalgh, Laura Dabinett and Macon Uskurait were 

elected to three-year terms on the Vestry. We are grateful 

for their willingness to stand for election and desire to serve 

the church in these leadership roles. 

We also wish to extend our deepest thanks to  Pat Robin-

son, Junior Warden, Bob Cullen, and Luke Wence, who com-

pleted their Vestry terms in December. Their insights, exper-

tise, commitment and love have been extremely valuable to 

the care and work of this parish, and we are truly grateful 

for their work. 
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Give the Gift of Altar Flowers for 2022 

If you’ve always wanted to contribute but never felt you had the opportunity, now is your 
chance! Donating altar flowers is literally as easy as 1-2-3. First, get in touch with Juanita, Par-
ish Administrator, office number 540-837-1112 to select a Sundays that may have special sig-

nificance for you (a birthday or anniversary celebration, for in-
stance, or as a memorial to a friend or loved one). Second, call 
your favorite florist; they will be able to work with you on the 
type of arrangement you would like and even handle delivery to 
the church for you.  You may also use your own creativity to de-
sign a floral arrangement. Finally, as your Sunday draws close, 
Juanita will contact you to find out what dedication you would 
like in the Sunday bulletin. 

 
 

First of all, thank you so much to the faithful choir members during the Advent and  

Christmas seasons:  Jane, Milly, Paige, Dave, and, of course, John.  I love you all. 

In closing, I came across this and it really touched me, so I wanted to share. 

What Is Charity? 

                                                                It is Silence 

                                                                when your words would hurt 

                                                                It is Patience 

                                                                when your neighbor's curt 

                                                                It is Deafness 

                                                                 when a scandal flows 

                                                                 It is Thoughtfulness 

                                                                 for others' woes 

                                                                 It is Promptness 

                                                                 when stern duty calls 

                                                                 It is Courage 

                                                                 when misfortune calls. 

Happy New Year, brothers and sisters of Christ! 

Carol Westervelt 

Organist 



 

 

Page 4                                                                                     Cunningham Chronicle                             January/February 2022 

  

 

 

Christ Church will host WATTS on Friday evening, January 28th 

In conjunction with other churches in our community, the WATTS shelter for our neighbors who are home-

less will be in our area the week of January 23rd. We have volunteered to host the night of January 28th. This 

includes preparing and serving a meal that evening and providing a light breakfast that Saturday morning. For 

more information, please contact Connie and John Cermak (540-837-2619). If you are ready to volunteer, 

please call Juanita in the office (540-837-1112) and let her know. Thank you. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On February 27
th

 Christ Church will once again be hosting our annual Save the River Trash Pick 
Up along Swift Shoals Rd. from 2:00pm - 4:00pm. We will meet at the Route 50 bridge at 2:00pm 
and split into four clean up groups. All groups will work towards the middle of Swift Shoals where we 
will all meet at the end for a country reception hosted by Anne and Bill McIntosh in their field. Last 
year we filled an entire truck with bags of trash that we kept from entering our beautiful Shenandoah 
River. Come join this family friendly event and celebration of God's creation. 

Congregational Meeting - February 6th - Immediately Following the 

10:30am Service 

At our Annual Meeting on November 21st, 2021, questions were raised 

both about the proposed 2022 budget and the status of the endowments 

of our parish. It was decided that these questions required further investi-

gation and clarification before they could be answered satisfactorily. We 

believe that we are now ready to make a full financial report. We invite 

you to join us in the church immediately following the conclusion of the 

10:30am service on Sunday, February 6th. The financial health of Christ 

Church will be the sole agenda item, so we don’t anticipate a long meet-

ing. However, this is a critical matter, and we therefore hope that you will 

join us for this conversation. Thank you. 
Faithfully,  

The Vestry 
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 Christ Church Cares 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The holidays have been plenty busy at the food pantry. Our clients were thrilled to receive generously sized tur-
keys that came to us from Skyview Acres Farm. Our partnership with Audley Farms has brought in additional pro-
tein options for our clients, that include roasts, steak, stew beef, and various other options.  We will continue to 
reach out to other farms in the area, to see if we can find a way to build partnerships that both benefit our clients 
and the farms we work with. 

 

We received a generous donation from the 5th graders at Powhatan School (see attached photo) in November. 
Several hams, fresh produce and a variety of canned goods were included. Plans are underway to have a group of 
Powhatan students come out to the pantry over their holiday break, to help with a deep cleaning of the pantry. 
There is also some discussion of bringing in some 7th and 8th grade students, for experiential learning opportuni-
ties. We are thrilled with this possibility and thankful for Powhatan's continued support! 

 

With the help of Connie Cermak, who now serves as our liaison on the Clarke County Community Council, we will 
soon be making handicapped assist products available through the pantry, which we hope will be utilized by the 
clients that we serve, who are in need.  

 

As we ring in the  new year,  the grant application process will begin again. In 2021 we were awarded $18,000 in 
grant funding, which helped us bring some upgrades to the pantry, including a new refrigerator for all of the pro-
duce options we now have available to our clients. If you know of an organization who might be willing to help the 
pantry  with funding, please reach out to Bette at cccares@cunninghamchapel.org or call 540-907-1772. 

 

To all of the volunteers  and generous donors who have supported the Christ Church Cares Food Pantry this past 
year, we thank you! Our clients tell us, on a regular basis, that our pantry is like none of the others. They feel wel-
comed, respected, and they feel they are eating more nutritional foods now, thanks to the effort of all of you! It 
takes many hands to do God's work, and both our clients and myself, feel incredibly blessed for your generous 
gifts!  

Happy New Year! 

Bette 

mailto:cccares@cunninghamchapel.org
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Search Committee Announcement  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(From the Desk of the Priest, continued from page 1) 

The season of Epiphany will end on March 2nd. On that day, we will gather for the Ash Wednesday liturgy and the be-
ginning of Lent. These forty days are an invitation to enter into a deeper relationship with God by way of “self-
examination and repentance; by prayer, fasting, and self-denial; and by reading and meditating on God’s holy 
word.” (BCP p. 265) 
 
I have discovered over the years that Lent is not a favorite season for many of us. It does not seem to include the gentle 
love we associate with Christmas or the tumultuous joy of Easter. Indeed, the season seems to focus primarily on sin and 
death, two themes we would understandably prefer to avoid! 
 
But I think that view is too one-sided. Yes, we are reminded that we are mortal and that these are the days to live life as 
God intends. Yes, we are called to look deep within ourselves and ask for forgiveness for those actions that corrupt and 
diminish our true nature in Christ. However, Lent is not about condemnation. It is ultimately about freedom. It is about 
the grace experienced in reconciliation and the hope found in discipleship, a hope that leads to eternal life. 
 
Lent is much more about discovering what it means to be loved by God than it is about sin and death. You and I discover 
that great truth when we intentionally choose to spend time in God’s presence by way of self-examination, repentance, 
prayer, fasting, self-denial, and meditating on God’s holy word. That, I believe, is the real meaning of the season. 
 
I look forward to traveling with you in these seasons of Epiphany and Lent. 
 
Faithfully in Christ, 
The Rev. Rob Banse 
Interim 
 

Search Committee Update: Small Group Discussions 

 

We have received the initial results from the Conversations Assessment Tool (CAT) survey 
and are organizing three follow-on small group discussion sessions in January. We were 
pleased to receive 64 responses to the survey invitation. Thank you for interest in the future of 
Christ Church, Millwood. 

The final Small Group discussion session will be held on: 

Sunday, January 16, 9:15 to 10:15 AM (Adult Education Forum) in the parish house. 

The objectives of these small group sessions are to 1) share the top-level results from the sur-
vey and 2) develop the abilities / qualifications Christ Church uniquely seeks in our next per-
manent priest. 

These small discussions groups are open to any and all interested stakeholders, regardless of 
whether or not you previously responded to the survey invitation – another chance to have your 
voice heard. 

Depending on interest and response, we will schedule additional small group sessions, if need-
ed. 

RSVP to chuck_roberts@icloud.com indicating which session you plan to attend.  

 

mailto:chuck_roberts@icloud.com
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Last Year brought much change and new opportunities to Christ Church. Hopefully, you were able to attend 

our Annual Meeting in November where we discussed the state of Christ Church today and where we see us 

headed over the next few years. We also publically recognized the hard work of Junior Warden, Pat Robinson, 

and Vestry members Luke Wence, and Bob Cullen as their three-year terms on the Vestry came to an end. 

They all provided invaluable leadership and commitment to our parish during a very challenging three years, 

and we are grateful to them for their service. Those elected to replace them for a three-year term are Macon 

Uskurait, Laura Dabinett, and Natalie Greenhalgh. The new Vestry plans to meet for the first time in January 

to welcome our new members, elect leadership posts, and set our agenda for the New Year.  

The Search Committee has been active seeking feedback from our congregation on the type of leader we want 

to choose as our next Rector. In addition to the survey that you hopefully completed, there will be more oppor-

tunities to share your opinions on the search through a series of in-person forums. I encourage you to contact a 

member of the Search Committee if you would like for your voice to be heard. As a reminder, our Search 

Committee consists of parishioners Chuck Roberts, Tom Gilpin, Page Allan, Cary Embury, Macon Uskurait, 

Cathy Frederickson, and Luke Wence. Their contact information is in the church directory or can be attained 

by contacting Juanita at the church office.  

As we get started in the New Year there is much to be excited about at Christ Church. In addition to selecting 

our new spiritual leader, we will be looking for ways to expand our outreach to the broader Clarke County 

community. Our new live streaming capabilities enable us to reach parishioners unable to make in-person ser-

vices and to reach a new audience around the globe. The Christ Church Cares Food Pantry continues to expand 

our efforts to be more available to people in need throughout Clarke County. Due to new grants obtained, the 

food being offered has never been healthier and more locally sourced. Coming off a successful year of out-

reach in 2021, we hope to continue with these efforts and include more people from our community in a varie-

ty of service projects lead by Christ Church.  

We hope that 2022 is a year of growth for Christ Church as our next spiritual leader will be chosen and a new 

course will be set. If you are interested in volunteering in any of the community service projects, the Christ 

Church Cares Food Pantry, or any other ministry offered by Christ Church I encourage you to contact the 

church office. Our church family has been through a challenging time the last two years, but as we pray about 

our future as a congregation, I am hopeful and optimistic as many exciting initiatives lie before us in 2022.  

George Williams 
Senior Warden 
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All Parish Reception  on October 31, 2021 (Thomas & Clara Peterson and Leita Williams)  

Day of Service at Blandy Experimental Farm-November 14 
 

 

 

Twelve people gathered pinecones and other natural items to make Christmas wreaths at Blandy.  Left photo: Leita Wil-

liams and Caroline Harris.  Right photo Caroline Harris and Thatcher Williams. Photo submitted by Jeff and Celie Harris 



Page 9                                                                                      Cunningham Chronicle                             January/February 2022
    

Annual American Cross Blood Drive - November 30 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sign in table: Members of Christ Church 

Our goal from the Red Cross was 30pints and we hit 31pints. Success! Chuck Roberts and Macon Uskurait giving blood. 

Thank you to everyone who shared the gift of life.  Photo submitted by George Williams.   
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Christ Church Angel Tree 
  

  

  

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Christ Church beautifully adorned for the Incarnation—Emmanuel is here!  Thank you to all who purchased and decorated with the 

beautifully poinsettias. 

We would like to thank everyone who chose an angel from our giving tree and went out to shop for someone in need.   
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 Nursery News 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

  

Thank you to those who generously shared the photographs included in the this newsletter: Matt Peterson, Luke Wence, Ciarra Philpott, 

George Williams and John Westervelt. 

Our youngest learning and giving thanks. 
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