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Let us pray. May the words of my mouth, and the meditations of our hearts, be 
always acceptable in thy sight, O Lord, our strength and or redeemer. Amen. 
 
 
I came across a remarkable quote from C.S. Lewis this past week that I think has 
everything to do with this morning’s passage from Luke. Lewis writes, “Some people 
when they say that a thing is meant metaphorically conclude from this point it is 
hardly meant at all. They rightly think that Christ spoke metaphorically when he 
told us to carry the cross; they wrongly conclude that carrying the cross is nothing 
more than living a respectable life and subscribing moderately to charities.” 
 
What we have heard this morning is Luke’s great prediction of the coming passion .  
He is on his way to the great city of Jerusalem, where many of Israel’s prophets have 
tried to reconcile the people to the commandments of God, only to fail miserably. 
Despite all of his attempts to demonstrate God love for his people, Jesus already 
knows what the outcome will be. After his triumphant entry into the city, there will 
his betrayal, his trial his arrest, and finally, the cross. And so he offers one of the 
greatest laments ever heard. “Jerusalem, Jerusalem…” He had come to save his 
people. And in the end, the only thing they will want from him is his death. 
 
You see, the easy and popular idea back in that day was that the Messiah was to be a 
new King David. He would overcome Israel’s national enemies, secure 
independence, enlarge Israel’s borders, and establish a rule of justice for the chosen 
people of God. David’s reign had secured many of these things, yet after these were 
accomplished, the system of justice had broken down very quickly and shortly 
thereafter the kingdom had broken apart. New and more powerful enemies had 
arisen and independence was lost. The irony is that, if the Messiah was coming to 
recapitulate David’s reign, as the Israelites hoped, a similar outcome most likely 
waited to be repeated. No, it would take an entirely different kind of Messiah to 
make deliverance and restoration permanent. 
 
So Jesus begins to paint a radically different picture for those closest to him. Instead 
of a coronation, this Messiah was destined for public humiliation and rejection and 
execution. Rather than basking in the glow of their conquering hero, the followers of 
this Messiah must prepare to share in the suffering and rejection of their master. 
Furthermore, there was no promise that the status of their nation would be changed 
at all. They would continue to be scattered among people of pagan cultures who 
might barely tolerate their presence, or perhaps even kill them. 
 



Is it any surprise that Peter,  the disciples, and ultimately the crowds, freaked out 
when they heard Jesus talking like this? Perhaps Jesus thought they were ready to 
hear, but clearly they were not. Are we surprised by their reaction? After all, we 
Christians have been pondering Jesus ’words for over two thousand years now and 
yet we are not always ready to hear either, even when Jesus speaks plainly. 
 
However the ministry had begun, Jesus was now aware that he was called to a 
greater purpose than fulfilling Israel’s political destiny. He had come to redeem the 
whole world. What he had come to deal with was not exploitation by Rome, nor any 
other political empire, but the enslavement of God’s creation to sin and death. He 
now understood what must be done to lift that universal burden, and any effort to 
turn him aside from that God-given vocation was inspired by Satan. That’s why in 
Mark’s Gospel, Jesus gives Peter, and through him all others who would seek to turn 
Jesus into merely a caring helper, or wise teacher, or “the opener of new 
possibilities” the strongest rebuke he ever gives anyone in the Gospels other than 
satan itself. I think that the ardor of the rebuke is in direct proportion to 
seductiveness of the temptation Peter embodies. 
 
What Jesus understood, and what we are called to understand, is that the Good 
News is not that suffering and sacrifice are forever finished. The teaching here is 
that following Jesus, and his way, will cost everything, including one’s life. As 
Dietrich Bonhoeffer wrote, “When Jesus calls a man, he calls him to die.” None can 
fully follow Jesus unless they are willing to lay down their lives for the sake of the 
Gospel, for the sake of love so strong that it is committed to setting the world free 
from death’s grip. 
 
Everyone in that inner circle knew what Jesus was talking about when he spoke of 
the cross. The expression, “carry the cross” would immediately bring to mind that 
grim form of execution practiced by the Romans. The condemned person about to 
be crucified actually carried the cross beam to the execution site. To follow Christ is 
to go where most don’t want to go, to enter into the uncertainty, danger, and 
suffering of the world where most people would say God is entirely absent. But if 
you really want to save your life, that is, see God face to face, then you have to be 
prepared to lose your life. 
 
In the third century, Cyprian, bishop of Carthage in North Africa, wrote to an old 
friend of his named Donatus. This is what he wrote: This seems a cheerful when I 
view it from this fair garden under the shadow of these vines. But if I climbed some 
great mountain and looked out over the wide lands, you know very well what I 
would see. Brigands on the high roads, pirates on the seas, in the amphitheaters 
men murdered to please applauding crowds, under roofs misery and 
selfishness…Yet in the midst of it I have found a quiet and holy people. They have 
discovered a joy that is a thousand times better than any pleasure the world has to 



offer. They are despised and persecuted but they care not. They have overcome the 
world. These people, Donatus, are the Christians. And I am one of them.” 
 
Imagine this morning  the interior of our church building . What do you see? What 
do you hear? Yes, it is a beautiful building with magnificent stain glass windows. Yes, 
there are powerful hymns that have been sung over the years and godly fellowship 
shared for decades and the love of Christ represented in the bread and wine of the 
Holy Eucharist. Yes, it has been, and is, a place to rest in the peaceful embrace of 
God’s holy grace. 
 
But, lest we ever forget,  there is also the mission and ministry of this congregation. 
There is the cross for which we are all responsible, collectively and individually, the 
weight that we are to bear together for Christ’s sake. We are not a religious society 
seeking God’s blessing on our own agendas. We are the Body of Christ at work in the 
world today, called to bear his cross, prepared to make whatever sacrifice is 
necessary to proclaim the Gospel. There is a world of difference between those two 
understanding, my friends, a world of difference. 
 
AMEN. 
 


