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Christ Church, Millwood 
Cunningham Chapel Parish 

Serving the People of Clarke County and Beyond Since 1738 

The Rev. Rob Banse 
                                                            Interim Rector 

 
April 12, 2022 
Tuesday in Holy Week 
 
Dear Brothers and Sisters of Christ Church, 
 
It is with great joy and excitement that I write to you to tell you that I’ve accepted the call 
to be your rector! 
 
Many of you already know me, and I look forward to working with you again, doing the 
ministry that is so particular to your parish: reaching out to those in need in the 
community. 
 
Allow me to introduce myself a bit to those whom I haven’t met. Over the last ten years 
or so, I’ve served as a clinical chaplain, leading spiritual care for the six hospitals in the 
Valley Health system. My pastoral care work has been mostly in the ICUs at Winchester 
Medical Center, supporting patients, families and hospital staff who are dealing with 
critical illness and death. So pastoral care is something I care deeply about. Because of 
that, meeting with each of you, getting to know you, and learning what’s important to 
you, is something I plan to spend a fair amount of time doing in the months to come.  
 
My husband Richard and I live in Winchester, and we have two grown children, Claire 
and Calum. Claire is married, living in California with her husband Jay—and they’re 
expecting their first child the end of August. Calum lives with us at the moment, but he’ll 
be attending law school in the fall.  
 
I realize that, in the last months, you’ve done a lot of work clarifying your focus for the 
months to come. Your parish profile specifically refers to enhancing community 
relationships and outreach, expanding ministry for children and youth, and focusing on 
pastoral care. These are all things that we can embrace together, and I have great hopes 
for our partnership in ministry. 
 
It’s hard to express how very much I’m looking forward to being with you all again. 
Officially, I’ll start May 15th, but I’ll be in and out of the parish between now and then, 
as Rob+ and I prepare for the transition. 
 
Grace upon grace, 

 
 
 

The Reverend Melanie K. Lewis 
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