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From the Rector’s Desk  

Dear Friends, 

 

     It is so good to be back among you at Christ Church! It’s been a long time since 
I have been so joyful—seeing you, talking with you, and worshiping with you is a 
tremendous blessing. 
 
     Since we’re able to visit again, one of the things I want to spend time doing is 
exactly that: visiting. In the coming weeks I’ll be calling and visiting as many of 
you as I can. During these visits, please tell me your stories, and share what’s most 
important to you. Knowing these things means that we can communicate better, and 
I can serve you better as your priest. Also, if you, or someone you know is sick at 
home, or hospitalized, please let me know so that I can visit them. 
 
     As you know, since Pentecost Sunday on June 5th, we’ve switched to our sum-
mer schedule of one service at 9:30. We’ll keep this service time until Sunday, Sep-
tember 11th, when we’ll celebrate Homecoming Sunday, and go back to two ser-
vices. 
 
     Another change that will start in June is the reintroduction of the service of 
Morning Prayer. The last Sunday of every month will now be reserved for Morning 
Prayer. During the summer, it will be held at 9:30, and when we return to two ser-
vices it will be held at 10:30. The 8:00 a.m. service will remain a spoken, Rite I ser-
vice of Holy Eucharist. 
 
     The time after Pentecost is often called the “green season,” or the “ordinary 
time” of the Church year, and it’s the longest period, lasting until Advent. The vest-
ments are green, signifying the color of growing things in the natural world. Ordi-
nary time is when we focus on the meaning of Christ’s resurrection in our everyday 
lives. What effect does this amazing event have on our ordinary, day-to-day exist-
ence? Please think and pray about that question as we move through these weeks 
together. 

     In the weeks to come I also invite you to ask others to come to church with you. 
Who would you like to see in the pews with us? Who would you like to have help-
ing with our ministry? Who would appreciate our parish? Another way to think 
about it is “who is missing?” Many people are simply waiting to be asked. Be 
brave—ask them! 
 
     A glorious summer is ahead of us, and I look forward to being the church with 
you. 
Grace upon grace, 
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Save the River Trash Pick Up Day 

 February 27, 2022 

 

The cleanup took place along Swift Shoals Road. 

Approximately 37 people collected a whole 

pickup truck of trash.  Who would image that 

George had to use all his muscles to wrest a toilet 

out of the mouth of the river.  The children stood 

by shouting “Go George, you can do it, don’t let 

that toilet get the best of you!” 

We thank Anne and Bill McIntosh for providing a 
country reception.   Photos submitted by George 
Williams.   

 

Our Save the River Crew 

 

Summer Worship Schedule:  

9:30 a.m.  Holy Eucharist with music, 

except on the last Sunday of the month 

9:30 a.m. Morning Prayer with music on 
the last Sunday of the month 

 
Nursery is available each week during 
the 9:30 a.m. service. 

 

We worship at Old Chapel at 6:00 a.m. 
on Easter Day, and at 10:30 a.m. on the 

second Sunday in September. 

 

Staff: 

Rector             The Rev. Melanie K. Lewis 

Email:         priest@cunninghamchapel.org 

       (cell) 540-327-5153 

Pantry Coordinator             Bette Marchese 

Bookkeeper                            Heidi Brown 

Parish Administrator             Juanita Smith 

 

 

Parish Vestry (year term expires): 

George Williams (2022), Senior Warden 

Jeff Harris (2023), Junior Warden 

Linda Armbrust (2022) 

Laura Dabinett (2024) 

Cathy Frederickson (2022) 

Natalie Greenhalgh (2024) 

Macon Uskurait (2024) 

Secretary: Macon Uskurait 

Treasurer:  Laura Dabinett  

 

Contact: 

Christ Church, Millwood 

P. O. Box 153 

809 Bishop Meade Rd.  

Millwood, VA 22646 

Phone: (540) 837-1112 

 

christchurch@cunninghamchapel.org 

www.cunninghamchapel.org  

 

Facebook: Christ Church Millwood 

 

 

Next Vestry Meetings 

June 12 and July 10 
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George used all his muscles to pull out a toilet from the river. 
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Christ Church Cares Food Pantry  

Volunteer Appreciation Luncheon - May 28, 2022 
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 Christ Church Cares 
 

Pantry Update for Spring, 2022 
Spring is proving to be busy at the Christ Church Cares Food Pantry. Unfortunately, with the 
ever-rising price of both food and gas, our clients are finding it more challenging to get by. We 
are seeing a steady rise of new clients coming into the pantry each month. In the last 3 months, 
we have brought in 21 new clients, and I fear to say, this will likely continue to rise as inflation 
continues. 

Along with the rise in clients, we are facing challenging times finding reasonably priced food 
to offer our clients. With that said, we are working diligently to connect with more local farm-
ers, in the hopes of forming additional fruitful partnerships. This process takes time of course. 
In the meantime, we are doing all we can to spread the word that we are in need of donations 
for the unforeseeable future. 

Thankfully, the Mail Carrier’s Food Drive, held on May 14th, gave us some much-needed help, 
for the immediate future anyway. We took in almost 2500lbs of canned goods.  A huge thank 
you to all of the volunteers who picked up the canned goods at the four post offices here in 
Clarke County! 

We are currently looking for a volunteer who is internet savvy, and who can help us find grants 
that we might be eligible for. Bette will do the grant writing. We just need someone to do the 
research to find the grants, and to confirm that we would be a candidate for those grants.  

Lastly, on May 28th, we will honor all of the volunteers that have worked in the food pantry 
over the last year. We have more than 35 active volunteers, and the food pantry would not be 
what it is if it were not for the love and dedication of those who come out to join us in doing 
God’s work.  

Bette Marchese 
Program Coordinator 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you to all who donated almost 2,500/lbs. of food to the Mail Carrier’s  Food Drive.  You 

are AWESOME and have made a difference in someone’s life! 
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Easter Egg Hunt on April 17, 2022 
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Senior Warden’s Report 

Spring 2022 has brought a new sense of promise and hope to Christ Church, 

Millwood. After a year’s long effort to solicit feedback from our parishioners 

and define the goals of our church, the Search Committee presented the Rev. 

Melanie Lewis as their recommendation to the Vestry. Four priests showed 

interest in leading our congregation, and the Search Committee decided that 

Melanie+ was the best suited for the position. The Vestry unanimously sup-

ported this recommendation, and on May 9th the Rev. Melanie Lewis became 

the thirty-first Rector of Christ Church.  

Melanie+ brings years of experience in her role as Lead Chaplain in the Val-

ley Health hospital system. In her experience caring for people at their most 

vulnerable moments in life, Melanie brings with her a compassion that will 

help her listen and respond to the needs of our parish family as we evolve over the coming years. Melanie+ and 

Richard, her husband, are long-time residents of the Valley, and we expect that they will be with our parish for 

many years to come. I ask that each one of us please take the opportunity to welcome them into our parish family. 

With Christ Church’s spiritual leader now in place after a long period of transition and discernment, we need to 

shift our focus to helping Melanie+ build the future of our church. The difficult transition work is completed, and 

the real job of growing Christ Church in the community has just begun. As we work together to help Melanie+ in 

this effort, I pray that each one of us will ask ourselves what we can do to help our church. While many of us are 

undoubtedly tired from the long transition and pandemic era church restrictions, it is now time to renew our sense 

of hope and work together to strengthen Christ Church with Melanie+ as our spiritual leader.  

In an effort to “clean the slate” at Christ Church in anticipation of Melanie’s arrival, the Vestry voted to eliminate 

nearly all of the committees that were “officially” in place at the church. Many of these committees had been inac-

tive for years. The Vestry deliberated over what were the very most important tasks given our vast needs, yet small 

congregation. We decided that for now the most important committees were the Endowment Committee, Worship 

Committee, and Hospitality Committee. These will serve as our foundation from which we grow internally and in 

the community. Let me explain the mission of each of these.  

The Endowment Committee, under the leadership of Tom Gilpin, is charged with managing the endowments of 

Christ Church, Millwood. As we operate at a loss currently, we will need to rely on our endowment to help fund 

efforts to grow our church. The Worship Committee, now led by Macon Uskurait, is charged with recruiting and 

training a team of parishioners to help with service-related responsibilities, including altar guild members, cruci-

fers, acolytes, readers, chalice bearers and intercessors. Lastly, we formed the Hospitality Committee to restart cof-

fee hours. During the last two months Deborah Williams, Celie Harris, and Connie Cermak have collaborated to 

lead several beautiful receptions in honor of those who have served our parish. Now they will shift gears to recruit 

members to provide very simple coffee hours. The Vestry has agreed that restarting these is important to rebuilding 

a stronger sense of community for our church. Any healthy organization has broad-based support from its members. 

Please consider volunteering to help any, or all, of these committees in their missions.  

With our new beginning as a church parish we have much to be excited about. Melanie+ is working hard to reac-

quaint herself with our congregants and to listen to us. Please reach out to her, get to know her, and ask her how 

you can help in our shared mission to support and grow Christ Church,  Millwood. 

United in God’s Love, 

George C. Williams 

Senior Warden   
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Diocese of Virginia Elects the Rev. Canon Mark Stevenson as 14th Bishop 

 

It took only two ballots to elect him from the slate of four candidates. On Saturday, June 4th, the cler-

gy and laity of the Diocese of Virginia elected the Rev. Canon Mark Stevenson to lead us as our dioc-

esan bishop. I went to Alexandria with Macon Uskurait, our lay delegate, to attend a special conven-

tion to elect the bishop. You might know that the four candidates have been traveling the diocese for 

several months, meeting people and answering questions.  

• The Rev. Canon Mark Stevenson, canon to the Presiding Bishop for ministry within the Episcopal 

Church 

• The Rev. Joseph H. Hensley, Jr, rector of St. George’s in Fredericksburg, Virginia 

• The Rev. Canon Alan C. James, interim canon missioner for the Diocese of Michigan 

• The Very Rev. Gideon L. K. Pollach, rector of St. John’s in Cold Spring Harbor, New York 

Even those members of the diocese who were unable to meet the candidates in person were able to 

view these informational sessions and read personal and theological statements produced by the candi-

dates. With that information, we were able to make informed voting decisions. 

Each candidate had strengths, but what impressed me about Mark+ was his depth and breadth of expe-

rience, and his dedication to following Jesus. In his current position as canon to Bishop Michael Curry 

(presiding bishop of the Episcopal Church in the U.S.), Mark is the main liaison between Bishop Cur-

ry and the House of Bishops, the various dioceses, and the various other governing bodies of the Epis-

copal Church. He understands church politics, church systems, and “people systems.” He also stated 

that everything he does is based upon his love for Jesus, and his commitment to following him. I be-

lieve Mark+ will be a strong and faithful leader, and I’m very excited to serve with him in the coming 

years. 

If you would like more information about any of this process, go to www.thediocese.net and click on 

Mark’s+ picture. 

Faithfully, 

Melanie Lewis+ 
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Nursery News 

Easter Sunday in the Nursery  

The kids had a lot of fun, and because there was someone close to all their ages, everyone has a playmate. We 

hung the Easter art projects on the door of the nursery for all to see. The morning ended with story time and a 

snack. Then they all enjoyed the end of service and communion.  

Ciarra Philpott 
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Thank you to those who generously shared the photographs included in the this newsletter: Ciarra Philpott and George Williams. 

Valentines’ cookie craft    
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