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From the Rector’s Desk  
Dear Christ Church, 

Last time I wrote we were anticipating Christmas, and this 
time we’re in Lent, approaching Easter. Obviously, Lent takes 
place during the springtime, and our word Lent comes from the 
Old English word lencten which means Spring. The eighth-

century English monk the Venerable Bede tells us that the word 
Easter comes from the name of the Anglo-Saxon goddess of the 
dawn, named Eostre. While this etymology is not conclusive, it 
was quite common for the Church to appropriate names, rituals, 
and holy sites and enfold them into this kind of syncretic mix. 

The church property is blooming with snowdrops and daf-
fodils, and the bluebells are peeking their heads hesitantly into the 
often freezing weather. Soon, however, there will be a riot of 
blossoms! Every Spring is this manifestation of the Resurrection; 
we see things that have died coming back to life again, making 
their way up through the soil, or leafing out of branches. The 
promise of new life that every Spring brings with it serves as a 
sort of visual aid to our Easter celebration, so we decorate with 
Spring flowers, chicks, eggs and rabbits. It is such a relief after 
the cold, dark days of winter. 

And speaking of cold, this issue will show you a little bit of 
what we’ve been doing in those days. The Christmas party was a 
huge success, with its new cocktail party format, and generous 
giving by both donors and purchasers. Christmas services were 
well attended by both long-time and new members. We are grow-
ing!  

Beginning with this issue, we will be sending our newslet-
ter out quarterly. And I offer special thanks to Juanita, for putting 
this together. 

Grace upon grace, 
              Melanie+ 
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We Have Heat! 
With Linda Armbrust’s leadership of the 
Fund the Furnace campaign, we now have a 
brand-new, very efficient furnace for our 
church building. Thanks again go out to all 
of you who donated so generously for this! 
Soon we will have the ability to make the 
furnace even more efficient, as we install a 
new thermostat. This new system will ena-
ble us to keep better track of the tempera-
ture, and to control it remotely. That will 
save us on heating costs, be more conven-
ient, and reduce the parish’s carbon foot-
print. 

Worship Schedule:  
9:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist II  
   Morning Prayer with music on the last   
   Sunday of the month 

   Sunday School for Children           
10:15 a.m. Coffee Hour 

10:30 a.m. Adult Forum in the Parish 
House 

 

 

Nursery is available each week during 
the 9:00 a.m. service. 
 

We worship at Old Chapel at 6:00 a.m. 
on Easter Day, and at 10:30 a.m. on the 
second Sunday in September. 

 

Staff: 
Rector        The Rev. Melanie K. Lewis 

Email:        priest@cunninghamchapel.org 

       (cell) 540-327-5153 

Pantry Coordinator      Bette Marchese 

                 cccares@cunninghamchapel.org 

Music Director            Szymon Czerniak  

                   music@cunninghamchapel.org 

Parish Administrator   Juanita Smith 

         christchurch@cunninghamchapel.org 

 

 

Parish Vestry (year term expires): 
Jeff Harris, Senior Warden (2023) 
Cathy Frederickson, Junior Warden (2023) 
Terry Chandler, Treasurer (2024) 
Macon Uskurait, Recorder (2024), 
Natalie Greenhalgh (2024) 
Page Allen Groseclose (2026) 
Chuck Roberts (2026) 
Ian Williams (2026) 
 

Contact: 
Christ Church, Millwood 

P. O. Box 153 

809 Bishop Meade Rd.  
Millwood, VA 22646 

Phone: (540) 837-1112 

 

  

 

 

 

 

Palm Sunday – April 2 

9:00 a.m. - at Christ Church 

Maundy Thursday – April 6 

7:00 p.m. - at Christ Church 

The Seven Last Words of Christ - April 7 

Noon - 3:00 p. m. - at Grace Church, Berryville 

Good Friday – April 7 

7:00 p.m. - at Christ Church 

Easter Sunday – April 9 

6:00 a.m. Easter Vigil at Old Chapel 
10:30 a.m. Easter service at Christ Church 

Easter Coffee Hour after service - at Christ Church 

Easter Egg Hunt at noon - at Christ Church 
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Millwood Poet Laureate Wendell Hawken January 22 

The Millwood Community Association (MCA) Board of Directors has passed a resolution ap-
pointing local poet, and Christ Church parishioner Wendell Hawken as the first Poet Laureate of Mill-
wood.  

On Sunday, Jan. 22, at 3 p.m. at Christ Episcopal Church, 
Millwood, the MCA invited the community to come together to rec-
ognize Hawken and honor her as the first Poet Laureate of Mill-
wood. She read selections from her published works, which include 
three chapbooks, four full collections, and a fifth volume to be pub-
lished early next year.  

“The Poet Laureate position is a symbol of the important 
roles the arts play in our civic life and creative expression,” the reso-
lution reads, “and the MCA wishes to recognized the achievements 
of a local poet while encouraging young and old to strive for greater 
expressive abilities and to create a wider appreciation of poetry and 
literature.” 

It is the hope of the MCA that this initiative will opened the door for future public platforms to 
encourage local residents of all ages to become more involved in creative expression through litera-
ture. 

Hawken’s poetry delves deep into the human psyche, touching a nerve, bringing a tear, often 
catching the reader by surprise, and demanding a second read to be fully appreciated. In her verse, 
Hawken writes of what she knows best, the loss of her husband, her son’s struggle after becoming 
paralyzed, and a lifetime appreciating the outdoors and changing cycles of nature that surround her 
Clarke County home. 

A native of Washington, D.C., she graduated from Vassar College, achieving her MFA from 
Warren Wilson College’s Program for Writers 39 years after leaving Vassar with her BA degree.  

Her award-winning poetry has been consistently recognized for its quality. Hawken was hon-
ored by the Library of Virginia at its annual literary awards gala in 2018. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

Wendy Hawken with parishioner Dr. Jack Carter at the reception after 
her poetry reading, wearing her crown of laurels. 
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  Winchester Area Temporary Transitional Shelter (WATTS) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Every year, from November through March, area churches and non-profit organizations work 
together to house and feed our homeless neighbors. In Clarke County, we set up the shelter in 
the Ruritan building of the Clarke County Fairgrounds from January 14th

-21st. Christ Church 
was hosting the first night, so we helped set up cots, tables, and a TV viewing area. Then we 
provided a delicious dinner of shepherd’s pie to more than 35 homeless guests, and a hot 
breakfast the next morning. Thanks go out to Bob and Nina Randolph, Carol and Darren Con-
ners, and all of the volunteers pictured here—and others who were not pictured. It took more 
than 25 volunteers to accomplish this ministry. 

 

 

 

 

From left in the photo: Linda Roberts, Page Groseclose, Nina Randolph, John 
Cermak, Carol Conners, Cathy Frederickson, The Rev. Melanie Lewis, Darren 
Conners, Connie Cermak, Celie Harris, Carol Weckerly, Bob Randolph, Allan 
Frederickson, and Jeff Harris. Other volunteers: Stephanie McKay, Wendy Clatter-
buck, Daphne Dunning, Chuck Roberts, Tom and Bill Conners, Ray Weckerly, and 
Beau Goshen. Kathy Smart had volunteered but was unable to make it that day. 
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             Darren and Carol Conners Nina Randolph and Carol Weckerly 

Rick from Crums chuch, Jeff Harris & 
John Cermak 

Linda Roberts, Carol Weckerly & Connie 
Cermak 

Page Allen Groseclose,  Connie 
Cermak, and  Linda  Roberts 
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Annual Blood Drive on Giving Tuesday 

This was our third annual Christ Church 
blood drive. We decided it might be appro-
priate to hold it on Giving Tuesday this year, 
so we reserved November 29th at the Boyce 
Fire Hall with the Red Cross. We donated 29 
pints of blood that day! Many thanks to all 
the donors and volunteers, and to George 
Williams for coordinating all of the details. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Iona Pillion and Leita Williams were helping out during the 

Melanie+ was donating blood for the very first time. 

Thank you to those who generously shared the photographs included in the this newsletter: Wendy Clatterbuck, Matthew Klein, George 
Williams and The Rev. Melanie Lewis. 
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Sunday School 
Christ Church is excited to offer Sunday School for 
children during the 9 o’clock service each 
week!  For some time we have been blessed to have 
Ciarra Philpott’s joy and creativity in our nursery. 
Now, we gratefully announce that new parishioner 
Julie Dillingham has been leading the older chil-
dren. Sunday School has entertaining, lectionary-

based lessons by “Whirl” from Sparkhouse.  We 
start each session with a short service and prayer 
time, followed by instruction, discussion, and a 
craft.  In January, we learned about Jesus’ baptism 
as his ministry began. We hope that our young pa-
rishioners will come have fun with us! 

 

Celebration of New Ministry 

Our Celebration of New Ministry for 
The Rev. Melanie Lewis, our new rec-
tor, took place at 3:00 p.m. on Saturday, 
January 21st. The church was filled with 
members of the parish, colleagues, rela-
tives and friends of Melanie+, and a 
special choir. The Very Rev. Justin 
Ivatts officiated, with The Rev. Debbie 
Rutter preaching. Afterward we enjoyed 
a lovely celebratory tea in the Parish 
House. 
 

 

 

Richard Lewis (Melanie’s+  husband) The 
Rev. Melanie Lewis, The Very Rev. Justin 
Ivatts 
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MUSIC NOTES 

As director of music at Christ Church I have been delighted with its most recent ad-
vancements. We are thrilled about the revival of our choir and have much to celebrate. 

Firstly, I would like to express my deepest gratitude to our section leaders, Adaugo, Em-
manuel, and Violet, for their exceptional musical contributions to our choir. Their outstanding 
performances have truly elevated our music and worship experience. We are still in search of a 
bass/baritone to complete our choir. 

I also want to acknowledge the consistent efforts of Page, David, Sofia, Natalie, and es-
pecially Jane and Millie, who have dedicated their time and energy to building our choir. With-
out their hard work and commitment, the revival of our choir would not have been possible. 
They are the true core of our group and have helped me tremendously with their knowledge 
and dedication to Christ Church. 

I am also pleased to announce that our most recent event in hosting the a capella group, 
Convivium, received a great audience and a standing ovation. I want to thank Rev. Lewis, Jeff 
Harris, and Juanita Smith for their swift efforts to spread the word about this wonderful group. 

The energy they brought to Christ Church reminded us to continue to reflect during this season 
of Lent, and to celebrate His presence with music and fellowship. In that light, we have a tal-
ented trumpeter who will be performing for our Easter morning service, and we cannot wait to 
experience the beautiful music.  

Looking forward to this year, we are excited about our plan to establish a children’s 
choir, so that they may have many opportunities to take part in making our worship that much 
more special. We understand that children have a unique and special place in the church, and 
want to provide them with chances to express themselves musically. We are hoping to create a 
choir that will inspire and encourage our young mem-
bers to participate and become more involved in the 
church community.  

Finally, I want to express my gratitude to every-
one who has contributed to our music program. Your 
dedication, hard work, and support are deeply appreci-
ated, and we look forward to the continued growth of 
our choir and music program at Christ Church. 

Szymon Czerniak 

Director of Music 
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Christ Church Choir Members 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

     

    

 

 

 

Not Pictured: 
Natalie Greenhalgh and  

Milly Baker 

Jane Caspar David Burns 

Emanuel Singletary 

Adaugo Ejekwu Violet Neikirk 

Sofia Czerniak Page Allen Groseclose 
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